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A meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Incorporated Village of Freeport was held on
Monday, April 15, 2024 at 5:00 P.M. in the Municipal Building, 46 North Ocean Avenue,
Freeport, New York, with the following present:

Robert T. Kennedy Mayor

Ronald Ellerbe Deputy Mayor
Jorge A. Martinez Trustee
Christopher L. Squeri Trustee

Evette B. Sanchez Trustee

Howard E. Colton Village Attorney

Pamela Walsh Boening Village Clerk

At 5:09 P.M., Mayor Kennedy convened in the main conference room and Trustee
Martinez led in the Pledge of Allegiance.

No residents were present.

At 5:10 P.M., it was moved by Trustee Sanchez, seconded by Trustee Squeri and carried
to adjourn this portion of the Legislative Meeting and return to the Mayor’s Conference Room to
continue in Executive Session to discuss two (2) Personnel Matters.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe Not Present
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

At 5:11 Deputy Mayor Ellerbe entered Executive Session.

At 5:36 P.M., motion was made by Trustee Sanchez, seconded by Trustee Squeri and
unanimously carried to reconvene in Legislative Session.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

Approximately three (3) residents were present.

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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It was moved by Trustee Martinez, seconded by Trustee Squeri, and unanimously carried
to approve the Board of Trustees Minutes of April 1, 2024.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

It was moved by Trustee Sanchez, seconded by Trustee Squeri, and unanimously carried
to approve the Board of Trustees Special Meeting Minutes of April 1, 2024.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

Motion was made by Trustee Martinez, seconded by Trustee Squeri and unanimously
carried to approve the public assembly permit application submitted on behalf of the Freeport
Christian Clergy Council to hold a National Day of Prayer on the Village Hall steps on
Thursday, May 2, 2024 from 12:00 P.M. to 1:00 P.M.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

Motion was made by Trustee Martinez, seconded by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe and
unanimously carried to approve the public assembly permit application, submitted by
Celebration Fireworks, Inc., for use of the Guy Lombardo Marina as a staging area for a
fireworks display on May 11, 2024 (no rain date), starting at approximately 10:00 P.M., pending
the submission of the proper fees.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor
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Motion was made by Trustee Squeri, seconded by Trustee Sanchez and unanimously
carried to approve the public assembly permit application, submitted by the Veterans Service
Agency, to hold a Veterans Stand Down at the Freeport Armory on May 21, 2024, from 7:00
A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe
Trustee Martinez
Trustee Squeri
Trustee Sanchez
Mayor Kennedy

In Favor
In Favor
In Favor
In Favor
In Favor

Motion was made by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe, seconded by Trustee Sanchez and
unanimously carried to approve the public assembly permit application, submitted by Robyn
Workman, to hold the “Pride on the Mile” public assembly, at the Woodcleft Avenue Esplanade,
on Saturday, June 15, 2024 from 12:00 P.M. to 6:00 P.M.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe
Trustee Martinez
Trustee Squeri
Trustee Sanchez
Mayor Kennedy

In Favor
In Favor
In Favor
In Favor
In Favor

It was moved by Trustee Squeri, seconded by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe that the following
resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, the Village Assessor periodically reviews the exemption status of
properties in the Village of Freeport to ensure continuing eligibility under the criteria of
particular exemptions; and

WHEREAS, the below list consists of changes to assessed tax value after the adoption of
the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 Final Assessment Rolls; and

S/B/L Address Exemption Code Exemption Reason
Amount
54/088/134 74 Madison Ave 41131 Veteran Wartime | 2023 —41131-900 Deceased
Combat 2024 - 41131-780 05/08/2023

41141 Veteran Wartime
Disable

2023 -41141-1,708
2024 -41141-1,560
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62 /156 / 772 Unit
2 1 A/KA Unit 209

31 Casino St

41121 Veterans Wartime/
Non-Combat

41141 Veteran Wartime/
Disable

2023-41121-348
2024-41121-348

2023-41141-581
2024-41141-581

Property Sold
12/18/2023

62/161/256

182 Miller Ave

41121 Veterans Wartime/
Non-Combat

2024-41121-468

Property Sold
03/27/2024

WHEREAS, the Assessor reviewed the application and made the recommendation that
the exemptions be removed from the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 Final Assessment Rolls as listed

above; and

WHEREAS, where a partial exemption is entered on an assessment roll for an ineligible
parcel, it is an error in essential fact, which may be corrected by the Board in accordance with
the provisions of the Real Property Tax Law; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Assessment Review
comprised of members of the Board of Trustees, be authorized to retroactively approve the
changes recommended by the Assessor to be made to the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 Final

Assessment Rolls and that the Treasurer issue a corrected tax bill.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe

Trustee Martinez
Trustee Squeri

Trustee Sanchez
Mayor Kennedy

In Favor
In Favor
In Favor
In Favor
In Favor

It was moved by Trustee Sanchez, seconded by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe that the following
resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, the Village Assessor is requesting Board approval of the court-ordered
Small Claims Assessment Review (SCAR) reductions for:

SCARS Current SCARS Reduction Refund Fee Total
2023 /2024 2023 AV 2023 AV Amount Refund
Petitioner TOTAL (.61649) ($30)
Maidenbaum & 73,175 70,362 2,813 $1,734.18 $210 $1,944.18
Sternberg LLP
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WHEREAS, these refunds are from grievances to the 2023/2024 Final Assessment Roll
and apply the amount to the specific properties listed below:

S/B/L Legal Address Total Refund
54--067-11 273 RANDALL AVE 85.08
54--088-3 377 PINE ST 344.41
55--241-304 158 RUTLAND RD 211.25
62--062-109 55W 2nd ST 293.86
62--088-70 465 GUY LOMBARDO AVE 111.38
62--090-241 283 ARTHUR ST 72.54
62--112-12 297 S OCEAN AVE 116.31
62--112-19 287 S OCEAN AVE 107.27
62--157-9 357 SLONG BEACH AVE 255.00
62--234-64 253 WESTSIDE AVE - UNIT E 347.08
1,944.18

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Assessment Review
comprised of members of the Board of Trustees, be authorized to approve the court-ordered
Small Claims Assessment Review (SCAR) reductions, and authorize the Village Treasurer to
issue a refund to Maidenbaum & Sternberg, LLP in the amount of $1,944.18.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

It was moved by Trustee Squeri, seconded by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe that the following
resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, retroactive permission is hereby requested by the Assessor to correct the
2024/2025 Final Assessment Roll to change the assessed value for Section 62, Block 198 and
Lot 32 (2 Shea Court) from 6,790 to 2,000; and

WHEREAS, the clerical error was due to a 2022 PTRC SCAR Stipulation that the
Village received in February 2023, which contained the incorrect assessed value; and

WHEREAS, this clerical error may be corrected by the Board in accordance with the
provisions of the Real Property Tax Law; and

WHEREAS, this change will decrease the 2024/2025 taxable amount of the property
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from $4,179 to $1,231; and

WHEREAS, there will be no refund due because the taxes have not yet been paid; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Assessment Review,
comprised of members of the Board of Trustees be authorized to retroactively approve the
changes recommended by the Assessor to be made to the 2024/2025 Final Assessment Roll and
that the Village Treasurer to adjust the tax roll, correct penalties and prepare a new tax bill for
the property owner.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe, seconded by Trustee Sanchez that the following
resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, on or about June 20, 2016, the Board of Trustees approved a tax certiorari
settlement for 80 Guy Lombardo Avenue (Section 55, Block 331, Lot 112) with the Law Offices
of Robert G. Litt for a reduction in the 2015/16 and 2016/17 taxes from 16,100 to 12,311, with a
moratorium for the tax years 2017/18, 2018/19 and 2019/20; and

WHEREAS, on or about December 1, 2016, the Village was served with an Order and
Judgment, ordering the settlement; on or about December 2016, the Village paid the refund
ordered by the court; on or about May 3, 2017, Vilma Lancaster reduced the assessment to
12,311, in accordance with the court order; the Petitioner paid the correct amount for the 2017/18
taxes; and

WHEREAS, on or about December 20, 2017, a former employee, increased the
assessment to 16,100, in violation of the court order; and

WHEREAS, at the June 19, 2023 Board meeting, the Board authorized a refund in the
amount of $11,802 for the overpayment of taxes for 2018/19 through 2022/23; this payment was
made in July 2023; and

WHEREAS, as a further part of this directive, the Board authorized that the 2023/24
assessment be reduced to 12,311 in accordance with the court order, and that the Treasurer send
out a corrected second half tax bill; neither of these occurred; as such, petitioner overpaid for the
2023/24 tax year and overpaid the first half of 2024/25; and

WHEREAS, permission is requested for the following refund to be made for the 2023/24
tax year:
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Year AV on Tax Bill | Court-Ordered AV | Reduction Tax Rate Refund
2023/24 16,100 12,311 3,789 0.61649 $2,335.88

WHEREAS, permission is further requested that the 2024/25 Final Assessment Roll be
corrected from 16,100 to 12,311, and that the Treasurer issue a corrected second half 2024/25
property tax bill; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Assessment Review,
comprised of members of the Board of Trustees be authorized to retroactively approve the
changes recommended by the Assessor to be made to the 2023/2024 and 2024/2025 Final
Assessment Rolls and that the Village Treasurer issue a corrected tax bill; and

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED, the Assessor will correct the 2023/2024 and
2024/2025 Final Assessment Rolls and prepare the refund claim form in the amount of $2,335.88
for the 2023/2024 tax year for the property owner to sign for his refund.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

It was moved by Trustee Squeri, seconded by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe that the following
resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, on February 26, 2024, the bids received for the “2024- Emergency Board-
Ups” were rejected; on February 26, 2024, the Board authorized the Village Clerk to publish a
Notice to Bidders for the “2024-Emergency Board-Ups in the Inc. Village of Freeport Re-bid”;
and

WHEREAS, twenty (20) bids were distributed and three (3) bids were received on
March 12, 2024, for the above-referenced contract; and

WHEREAS, the bids ranged from a high bid of $975,000.00 to a low bid of
$175,550.00; and

WHEREAS, Cipco Boarding Co., Inc., P.O. Box 824, Lynbrook, New York 11563, was
the lowest qualifying bidder in the amount of $175,550.00; and

WHEREAS, the contract will be for a retroactive term from March 1, 2024, through

February 28, 2025, with an option in favor of the Village to extend for two (2) additional one-
year extension terms; and
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WHEREAS, funding for the board-ups contract will be from the Building Department’s
Budget line A362004 543530; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that based upon the recommendation of the
Superintendent of Buildings, the Board approves and the Mayor be and hereby is authorized to
effectuate any documentation necessary to award the “2024- Emergency Board-Ups Re-bid” to
Cipco Boarding Co., Inc., P.O. Box 824, Lynbrook, New York 11563, in the amount of
$175,550.00 for a retroactive term from March 1, 2024, through February 28, 2025, with an
option for two (2) additional one-year extension terms.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

Motion was made by Trustee Squeri, seconded by Trustee Sanchez and unanimously
carried to approve the April 4, 2024 Freeport Fire Department Company Elections result as
follows:

Chief of Department Albeiro Gonzalez
First Asst. Chief Anthony Sotira
Second Asst. Chief Christopher Burkart
Third Asst. Chief Michael Gordon

2" Battalion Delegate Joseph Stallone

Alternate 2" Battalion Delegate John Capozzoli

And further approval of the April 4, 2024 annual company elections:

Captains

John Gardenhire Excelsior Hook and Ladder Company Number 1
Anthony Cusumano Wide Awake Engine Company Number 1
Michael McMahon Ever Ready Hose Company Number 1

Ernesto Hughes Vigilant Hose Company Number 2

John Smith Bayview Hose Company Number 3

Randy Aguirre Patriot Hose Company Number 4

Kalif Jones Fort Apache Hose Company Number 5

Ralph St Eloi Emergency Rescue Company Number 9

Edward Martin Fire Police Squad,

Matthew Colgan Dive Squad

First Lieutenants

Thomas Fee Excelsior Hook and Ladder Company Number 1,
Thomas Stevens Wide Awake Engine Company Number 1
Salvatore Cassonetto Ever Ready Hose Company Number 1
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lan Brodsky Vigilant Hose Company Number 2
Jorge Martinez Bayview Hose Company Number 3
Diego Pinzon Patriot Hose Company Number 4
Jimmy Medina Fort Apache Hose Company Number 5

Josue Medina
Daniel Elfreich
Brian Cetain

Second Lieutenants

Petros Mestheneas

Joseph Curcio

Dominic Albanese
Kemar Stewartson

Steven Singh

Emergency Company Number 9
Fire Police Squad
Dive Squad

Excelsior Hook and Ladder Company 1
Wide Awake Engine Company Number 1
Ever Ready Hose Company Number 1
Vigilant Hose Company Number 2
Bayview Hose Company Number 3

Daniel Pinzon Patriot Hose Co. Number 4

Oscar Romero Fort Apache Hose Company Number 5

Mark Weeks Emergency Company Number 9

Brian Nicholson Fire Police Squad

Wardens

Ryan Fee Excelsior Hook & Ladder Company Number 1
Gary Lamb Wide Awake Engine Company Number 1
Julius Ellison Ever Ready Hose Company Number 1

Anthony Giordano

Thomas Butler
Thomas Laffin

Alphonso Hardwick

Raymond Burkart

Vigilant Hose Company Number 2
Bayview Hose Company Number 3
Patriot Hose Company Number 4

Fort Apache Hose Company Number 5
Emergency Company Number 9

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

Trustee Martinez offered the following resolution and moved its adoption:

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF
FREEPORT, NASSAU COUNTY, NEW YORK (THE “VILLAGE”)
AMENDING THE BOND RESOLUTION DATED FEBRUARY 27, 2023
RELATING TO THE AUTHORIZATION OF SERIAL BONDS OF THE
VILLAGE TO FINANCE THE PAYMENT OF CERTAIN TAX
CERTIORARI JUDGMENTS, COMPRISED OF CLAIMS AND SETTLED
CLAIMS RESULTING FROM COURT ORDERS
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Recitals

WHEREAS, by a bond resolution dated February 27, 2023 (the “February 2023
Bond Resolution”) the Board of Trustees of the Village (the “Board of Trustees”)
previously authorized the issuance of serial bonds and bond anticipation notes of the
Village in the aggregate principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000 to finance the
estimated cost of the class of objects or purposes of satisfying certain judgments,
compromised claims or settled claims resulting from court orders on proceedings brought
pursuant to Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law (the “Tax Certiorari Refund
Payments”) that were payable in the fiscal year ended February 28, 2024; and

WHEREAS, under the authority of the February 2023 Bond Resolution, the Village
heretofore issued bond anticipation notes in the principal amount of $585,000 (the “Prior
Notes™); and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees now intends to amend the February 2023 Bond
Resolution in order to (i) limit the Tax Certiorari Refund Payments to be financed by the
bonds or bond anticipation notes authorized thereunder to the principal amount of the Prior
Notes; (ii) reduce the estimated maximum cost set forth in the February 2023 Bond
Resolution from $1,000,000 to $585,000 and amend the plan of finance as a result of such
reduced maximum cost; and (iii) reduce the maximum amount of bonds and bond
anticipation notes authorized thereunder to the principal amount of the Prior Notes
heretofore issued ($585,000);

NOW THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES THE VILLAGE OF FREEPORT,
NASSAU COUNTY, NEW YORK (THE “VILLAGE”) HEREBY RESOLVES (by the
affirmative vote of not less than a majority of the members of such body), TO AMEND THE
BOND RESOLUTION DATED FEBRUARY 27,2023 AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 1 of said Bond Resolution is hereby amended to read as follows:

“SECTION 1. The Village is hereby authorized to finance the class of
objects or purposes of paying amounts due with respect to the judgments,
compromised claims or settled claims resulting from court orders on proceedings
brought pursuant to Article 7 of the Real Property Tax Law that are payable in the
fiscal year ended February 28, 2024. The estimated maximum cost of said class
of objects or purposes, including preliminary costs and costs incidental thereto,
including legal and professional fees, and the financing thereof, is $585,000 and
said amount is hereby appropriated therefor. The plan of financing includes the
issuance of $585,000 serial bonds of the Village to finance a portion of said
appropriation, and the levy and collection of taxes on all the taxable real property
of the Village to pay the principal of said bonds and the interest thereon as the
same shall become due and payable. No amount has previously been authorized
by the Village to be applied to the payment of such class of objects or purposes.”

SECTION 2. Section 2 of the Bond Resolution is hereby amended to read as follows:
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“SECTION 2. Serial bonds of the Village in the principal amount of $585,000 are
hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the provisions of the Local Finance Law,
constituting Chapter 33-a of the Consolidated Laws of the State of New York (the
“Law”) to finance said appropriation.”

SECTION 3. Except as specifically amended herein, all the terms and provisions of the
Bond Resolution shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 4. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

* * *

The adoption of the foregoing resolution was seconded by Deputy Mayor

Ellerbe.
The Clerk polled the Board as follows:
Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

The resolution was declared adopted.

It was moved by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe, seconded by Trustee Squeri that the
following resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, the Village Treasurer is requesting Board authorization to cancel the Bank
of America credit cards from the previously appointed department heads and reissue them with
no change on credit limits to the newly appointed department heads as follows:

Department Cancel Card for: Reissue to: Credit limit
Recreation Center  Victoria Dinielli Elizabeth Comerford $2,000
Purchasing Department Kim Weltner Taylor D’Orta $3,000
Electric Utility Al Livingston Anthony Fiore $5,000

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approve this
request and that the Treasurer be and hereby is authorized to sign any and all documentation
necessary to cancel the Bank of America credit cards from the previously appointed department
heads and reissue them with no change on credit limits to the newly appointed department heads
as listed above.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:
Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
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Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

It was moved by Trustee Sanchez, seconded by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe that the following
resolution be adopted:

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 1452 of the NEW YORK REAL
PROPERTY TAX LAW, on December 8, 2023, the Village of Freeport (Village) conducted a
public auction of all delinquent property taxes for the tax year 2023-2024; and

WHEREAS, at said public auction, the Village held all 2023 delinquent property taxes
and became the sole lienholder of all 2023 Village of Freeport municipal property tax liens; and

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2023, the Board authorized the Village Clerk to publish a
“Request for Proposals for the 2023 Delinquent Municipal Property Tax Liens Bulk Sale”; and
on February 26, 2024, the Board rejected the sole bidder’s proposal below the bulk sale amount;
and

WHEREAS, at this point in time, the Village is requesting proposals (2" request) from
interested parties for the purchase of the unredeemed 2023 Village of Freeport municipal
property tax liens; and

WHEREAS, the sale will be conducted as a bulk sale transaction with one aggregate bid,;
and

WHEREAS, the amount due as of the notice date of April 11, 2024, to the Village of
Freeport is $1,176,052.96; and

WHEREAS, the Board reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received and
subject to these reservations, shall award the contract to the highest responsible bidder; and
proposals, which in the opinion of the Board are unbalanced, shall be rejected; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that based upon the recommendation of the
Village Treasurer, the Village Clerk be and hereby is authorized to publish a “2" Request for
Proposals for the 2023 Delinquent Municipal Property Tax Liens Bulk Sale”, RFP #24-04-
TREA-700, in the Freeport Herald and other relevant publications retroactive to April 11, 2024,
with the specifications available retroactive from April 12, 2024 through April 19, 2024, with a
return date of April 19, 2024,

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
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Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

It was moved by Trustee Squeri, seconded by Deputy Mayor Ellerbe, and unanimously
carried that the meeting be closed.

The Clerk polled the Board as follows:

Deputy Mayor Ellerbe In Favor
Trustee Martinez In Favor
Trustee Squeri In Favor
Trustee Sanchez In Favor
Mayor Kennedy In Favor

The meeting was closed at 5:47 P.M.

Pamela Walsh Boening
Village Clerk
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